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CHANGING ONE'S RELIGIOUS MIND 

One of the most liberal-minded men living once remarked that 
the older he grew the more difficult he found it to change his mind. 
Young people can hardly understand such a regret. Youth is 
afraid of changing its mind. Most young people like to give the 
impression that after they have made their minds up, they abide 
by their decisions. They want their consistency to be taken 
seriously. 

There is, we grant, a great deal of satisfaction in this sort of 
feeling. No one likes to get the reputation of being vacillating. 
Furthermore, a person who is all the time changing his mind is 
pretty apt to get to a place where he has no mind to change. But 
there is another side to this. Supposing that after one's mind is 
made up, new evidence is brought in. What is to be done ? Of 
course we know what some persons will do. They will close their 
eyes to the new evidence and cling stubbornly to opinions which 
they already hold. Such an attitude of mind is certainly not 
scientific. Indeed it is not honest. 

Fortunately there are other persons who subject new evidence 
to examination. If it is shown to be trustworthy, an older opinion 
is modified or even abandoned. Such action is the part of honesty 
and loyalty to reality. 

Several years ago when the first sensational discoveries were 
being published regarding radium, a physicist was asked what he 
supposed scientists would do with their theories of matter. He 
paused a moment, evidently recalling the great struggle with 
which these theories had been formed, and then bravely replied: 
"I suppose we shall have to revise our theories of matter." That 
is a true scientific attitude — which after all is only another word 
for honesty. 
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It is difficult to change religious opinions. Perhaps in no sphere 
of human lif e is the difficulty greater. Religious belief s are generally 
inherited and are shared by more than one person. For a young 
man or woman to break with the beliefs of the group to which he 
belongs, requires a great deal of courage. For that reason, too 
many persons refuse to look at any evidence which might affect 
beliefs they hold. They prefer the peace of intellectual laziness 
to the growth of intellectual activity. This is one of the reasons 
why churches do not develop more rapidly. Their young people 
don't want to take the trouble to look into the truth of their own 
opinions or the truth of evidence leading to views which claim to 
be broader and more progressive. 

A readiness to revise beliefs because of new evidence is very 
different from restlessness. A man is not necessarily following 
truth because he gives up some belief . The real test is reason for 
his action. Liberality is not the same as unbelief. A religious 
belief ought not be modified unless such action is compelled by 
evidence substantiating a better belief. But if the churches are 
to develop and meet our modern world it will be because the young 
men and women just now entering upon active church life are 
earnest enough and brave enough to do some religious thinking. 
Good intentions must be controlled by good sense which is only 
another word for intelligence. To change one's mind in the 
interests of larger truth because of the force of evidence which a 
man has taken trouble to examine is not only an honest act; it is 
also a Christian act. 



